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The June Queen’s Birthday Long Weekend had poignant 
significance for the equestrian vaulting community this year, 
as it marked the Vaulting NSW Silver Jubilee and 25th State 
Championships.

Equestrian Vaulting is the skilful combination of gymnastics 
or dance on horseback, requiring equal parts grace, flexibility, 
stamina and horsemanship. Unlike many other equestrian 
sports, which are structured around individuals each with their 
own horse, equestrian vaulting is structured through teams, 
whose members share one (or several) team horses.

To the uninitiated, it is a truly beautiful sport to watch. 
The combination of powerful horses, dazzling costumes and 
breathtaking acrobatics underscored by song is a delight to 
the eye. To those who are part of the Vaulting fraternity, it is a 
labour of love, dedication, lots of hard work and a generosity 
of community spirit that is evident across all teams.

Vaulters start building up their expertise and experience at 
a walk pace, and gradually move into higher levels at a canter 
pace. Equestrian vaulters compete as individuals, in pairs 
(pas de deux) or in a team (squad). They must undertake 
‘compulsories’ – a series of FEI-guided moves for each level of 
competitor to provide a safe and strong foundation for their 
vaulting skills; and ‘freestyle’ – a routine set to music that must 
show both technical skill for horse and vaulter, and artistic 
integration of all facets of vaulting, from placement on the 
horse, to diversity in moves, to interpretation of music and 
unity of the overall presentation.

Held at the Sydney International Equestrian Centre, the 
2019 State Championships ran for two days across June 8 and 
9. All levels of Vaulting were represented, from ‘Preliminary’ 
through to the most senior ‘Open’ level.

2019 NSW State Vaulting 
Championships – Silver Jubilee Event

The Advanced Squad Freestyle
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Open Champion - Steph Dore
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This year’s State Championships also included competitors 
such as Stephanie Dore, Ruth Skrzypek and Ginger Kennett, 
who have represented Australia in Equestrian Vaulting 
internationally.

Steph & Ruth represented WEG (World Equestrian Games) 
in 2018. Both did Australia proud, with Steph ranked 21st in 
the world.

Ginger, and Isabella Napthali (currently training in Europe) 
have both just been selected to represent Australia at the 
Junior World Championships in Netherlands in next month.

Overall Awards from the event included:
• Individual Vaulter 18 years and over: Stephanie Dore
• Individual Vaulter 13 years to 17 years: Ginger Kennett
• Individual Vaulter under 13 years: Ella Finn
• Pas De Deux Award – Walk: Elyse Macdonald & Lauren 

Steinman
• Squad Award – Novice: HVVT
• Best Individual Vaulting Horse & Lunger Combination of the 

Championships: Comic Symphony and lunger Tristyn Lowe
• Best Squad Horse & Lunger Combination of the 

Championships: Tuffrock Cruise and lunger Sharna Kirkham
Winners were presented with their medallions and ribbons 

on each evening of the event, with the first place winners for 
the individual, pas de deux and squad classes being:

• Individual Open: Stephanie Dore (Wellington Park) on 
Donati3, lunged by Georgie Kennett

• Individual Advanced: Ginger Kennett (Wellington Park) on 
Donati3, lunged by Georgie Kennett

• Individual Intermediate: Tegan Davis (Equiste) on Statford 
Dártangan, lunged by Nicole Connor

• Individual Novice: Madelaine O’Hare (Equiste) on Statford 
Dartangan, lunged by Nicole Connor

• Individual Pre-Novice: Sarah Clark (SEVT) on Crème Brulee, 
lunged by Robyn Boyle

• Individual Preliminary: Gracie Bates (class A) & Ella Bennett 
(class B) both from SEVT on Crème Brulee, lunged by 
Robyn Boyle

• Pas De Deux Walk A: Peyton Halloran & Sarah Clark (SEVT) 
on Crème Brulee, lunged by Robyn Boyle

• Pas De Deux Walk B: Elyse McDonald & Lauren Steinman 
(NEqC) on Kerrabee Leroy, lunged by Karen Ford

• Advance Squad Freestyle: Hunter Valley Vaulting Team, on 
Tuffrock Cruise, lunged by Sharna Kirkham

• Novice Squad Compulsories: Hunter Valley Vaulting Team, on 
Tuffrock Cruise, lunged by Sharna Kirkham

• Novice Squad Freestyle: Equiste Team, on Statford Dártangan, 
lunged by Nicole Connor

Walk PDD Winners Junior Champion Ella Finn

Age Champions
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• Preliminary Squad Compulsories: Licorice Allsorts Team, on 
Now Noah, lunged by Gina Sykes

• Preliminary Squad Freestyle: Scone Thoroughbreds Team, on 
Crème Brulee, lunged by Melissa Halloran
Congratulations to all our winners, and many thanks to our 

hard-working judges, Jenny Scott, Robyn Bruderer, Darryn 
Fedrick (Qld) and Janet Leadbeater (SA) – the latter two 
contending with some extended delays with their flights due 
to the inclement winter weather.

The tireless work of our many volunteers must also be 
acknowledged. We thank all our organisers, scorers, stewards, 
and other supporters for providing their time and efforts, 
without which the event would not have been the success 
that it was.

The next major event on the horizon is our 23rd Australian 
Vaulting Championships and CVI3*, and is bound to include 
an impressive line-up of international as well as national 
competitors.

For those who would like to know more about equestrian 
vaulting, we encourage you to visit our website (www.
equestrianvaultingaustralia.com.au/) or follow us on Facebook 
(www.facebook.com/CVIsydney).

Advanced competitors

Advanced Champion - Ginger Kennett
Winning horse of the 
Championships
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